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FILARIA SANGUINIS HOMINIS.* 


A Clinical Lecture. 
BY FRANCIS DELAFIELD, M.D." 


Gentlemen: By the kindness of Dr. Wheel- 
ock I am permitted to bring before you to- 
day a man afflicted with that peculiar and 
rare disease, so seldom seen in this country, 
and known as chyluria. He passes chylous 
urine, as it is called. The characteristic 
symptoms in all these cases are apparently 
due to the presence of a parasite in the 
blood called the filaria sanguinis. I have 
here a test-tube containing some of the 
urine of this man which he has just passed, 
and I will let it go around to you so that you 
may examine it and see the characteristic 
appearance of it. It looks very much like 
so much milk in the tube. The man has 
also some of the other symptoms belonging 
to the lesion, and so we will get at a little 
of his history. He is a colored man from 
the West Indies, and about twenty years of 
age. He says he has had several attacks 
like the present one, and the first came on 
four years ago. He was cured for a time, 
and then the trouble came on again. His 
present attack began last January, but before 
that he had an abscess on his arm. His scro- 
tum is also somewhat swollen. Besides the 
chyluria, therefore, the man gives us two of 
the other symptoms produced by the presence 
of these parasites in the blood and lymphat- 
Ics, namely, abscesses in the connective tis- 
sues, in the arm in his case, and an enlarge- 
ment of the scrotum. These three things, 
chyluria, enlargement of the scrotum or hy- 
pertrophy of the skin of the scrotum, and 
abscesses, are all lesions due to the same 
cause, and that is, the presence of the para- 
site called the filaria sanguinis hominis in 

* Extracted from the Medical Gazette. 
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the blood. This man’s blood has been ex- 

amined with the microscope and has been 

found to contain the filaria, and it is found 

at the same time that the parasite is usually 

found, that is, only at night. If you exam- 

ine the blood of these patients during the - 
day you will find nothing unusual, but at 

night these parasites seem to be present in 

the blood in very great numbers. 

I have here, and will pass around among 
you, some photographs of the filaria taken 
from the blood of another patient, and they 
will give you some idea of the size and ap- 
pearance of the worm as compared with the 
size of the blood corpuscles around them. 

We do not really know as precisely as we 
should like to the exact way in which these 
parasites in the blood are able to produce 
the symptoms they do. It is evident that 
the filaria exists and moves freely about in 
the blood and in the lymphatic vessels, 
and passes easily from one to the other, 
and it is also a parasite which multiplies 
itself by the production of eggs. The 
ova are produced in the blood or lym- 
phatics, and they may either perish there or 
else live and develop into other parasites. 
We know that after a certain length of time 

“these patients get rid of them altogether, 
and all of them seem to be destroyed so 
none can be found. We do not know how 
rapidly they may be produced, nor how 
soon they die. 

The principal symptoms of chyluria, ab- 
scesses, and hypertrophy of the connective 
tissue of the scrotum or other parts of the 
body, or elephantiasis, as it is called, seem 
to be all produced in the same way, and 
that is, by obstruction of the lymphatics. 
We do not, however, know just how these 
lymphatics become obstructed. It has been 
supposed by Dr. Manson, an English physi- 
cian who has given much study to this 
matter, that the obstruction of the lymphat- 
ics is due not to the presence of great num- 
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bers of the parasites but to masses of the 
ova which have been produced there and 
have not yet hatched out, but have collect- 
ed together in such numbers as to obstruct 
the lymphatics. But if this is really the case, 
yet it is not easy to tell why such an ob- 
struction should produce chyluria or hyper- 
trophy of the connective tissues. It seems 
that this new hypertrophied tissue contains 
a large number of newly formed lymphatic 
vessels. 

The production of abscesses, however, 
seems to be due largely to the death of 
great numbers of the parasites in the lym- 
phatics and blood-vessels, which therefore 
become plugged up with their bodies, and 
an inflammatory process is set up around 
the point of obstruction, and this leads to 
the formation of the abscess. But the ex- 
planation of the other results of the pres- 
ence of the filaria we can not understand 
so well. 

There is not much to do in the way of 
treatment for these patients, for when they 
get well they do so very much of them- 
selves. This man has already recovered 


from previous attacks, and the present one 
has not been of long continuance, and he 
will probably soon get well; and if he re- 
mains here in this country and does not re- 


turn to the West Indies, where he contract- 
ed this disease, he will probably not be 
troubled with it again. 


Miscellany. 
THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
will meet in Cleveland, Ohio, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, June 5, 
6,7, and 8, 1883. Dr. X. C. Scott, of Cleve- 
land, is chairman of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements. Delegates from Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Florida, and other portions of 
the South will be interested to learn that 
arrangements have been perfected with the 
Louisville and Nashville system of railroads 
to furnish delegates tickets at reduced rates. 
From Louisville, Nashville, Memphis, Mont- 
gomery, Little Rock, Mobile, New Orleans, 
and all southern points, tickets will be fur- 
nished at a rate of one fare going, and re- 
turn at the rate of one cent per mile. The 
L. & N. R. R. Company has very cordially 
made this reduction, which is the arrange- 
ment the committee requested. As is well 
known, all the equipments of this splendid 
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system of roads are first-class, and physicians 
going to Cleveland by this route will be 
carried with safety, promptness, and civility. 
Delegates from any branch of this road 
will secure the benefit of this arrangement 
by buying a ticket to Cleveland at custom- 
ary rates, and on return the reduction will 
be made. 


RECENT COMMENCEMENTS.— The com- 
mencement exercises of the Bellevue Hos- 
pital Medical College, of New York, were 
held on March 14th. The graduating class 
numbered one hundred and sixty-seven. 
Prof. S. D. Gross, of Philadelphia, deliv- 
ered a valedictory address to the class. 

The University of the City of New York 
graduated a class of one hundred and sixty- 
four students. 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of New York, holds the annual commence- 
ment in May, the term having been extended 
to seven months. 

The Jefferson Medical College, of Phila- 
delphia, graduated two hundred and twenty- 
seven candidates. 

The Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania conferred the degree 
of M.D. on ninety candidates. This is the 
largest graduating class at this institution 
since the adoption of the three years’ graded 
course. The annual winter term of both 
the University and the Jefferson School in- 
cludes six months. 

The Woman’s Medical College of Penn- 
sylvania graduated thirty-five young women 
with the degree of M.D. 

The Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland graduated ninety-seven 
students. 

The Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Louisville conferred the degree of 
M.D. upon a class of sixty-eight students. 

The Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Louisiana graduated a class of sev- 
enty-four. 

The Memphis Hospital Medical College 
graduated thirty-two candidates. 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
of Chicago, graduated fifty-two students at 
its first commencement. Low fees and low 
requirements are mentioned as the attrac- 
tions. 

The Detroit Medical College held its 
commencement on February 28th. There 
were thirteen graduates. 

The Michigan College of Medicine closed 
its annual session on March sth, with twen- 
ty-eight graduates. 
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The annual commencement of the Rush 
Medical College, Chicago, occurred on Feb- 
ruary 20th, and one hundred and seventy- 
nine candidates were graduated. 

The Woman’s Medical College, of Chica- 
go, graduated eight women. 

On March 8th one hundred and two 
graduates received the degree from the 
Medical College of Ohio at Cincinnati. 

The St. Louis Medical College graduated 
forty students. 

The Medical Department of Columbian 
University, at Washington, graduated ten. 

Harvard University, the University of 
Virginia, and the University of Michigan 
include ten months in the annual sessions 
of their medical departments, and the com- 
mencements are held in June of each year. 


INCREASING LONGEVITY IN ENGLAND.— 
By Dr. Farr’s English Life-table, the mean 
duration of life, or mean after lifetime of 
males at birth, was 39.9 years, whereas, by 
the new table, it becomes 41.9, representing 
an increase of two years, or an addition of 
five per cent to the mean duration of the 
lifetime of males. The recent addition to 
the lifetime of females appears to be still 
more marked. According to Dr. Farr’s life- 
table, the mean duration of life of females 
was 41.9 years, whereas the new table makes 
it 45.3 years, representing the addition of 
nearly three years and a half, or more than 
eight per cent to the average lifetime of all 
females born. The seventeen years between 
1838-54 supplied the basis of Dr. Farr’s 
English Life-table. 

So far, the paper proves that the reduced 
death-rates signify an important addition to 
the lifetime both of males and females. In 
order, however, to be able to answer such 
inquiries as, ‘‘ Are we young longer, or ma- 
ture longer, or old longer”? it was neces- 
sary to determine at what periods of life the 
additional years of male and female existence 
are lived. For this purpose, the forty years 
from twenty to sixty are classed as the use- 
ful period of human life, whereas the years 
lived before twenty and beyond sixty years 
are termed the dependent period. Accord- 
ing to the new life-table, 1,000 males will 
live 2,009 more years than they would by 
Dr. Farr’s table, and the paper shows that 
1,407 or seventy per cent of those years are 
lived between the ages of twenty and sixty 
years; twenty-two per cent are lived under 
twenty years, and eight per cent over sixty 
years. The increased number of years lived 
by 1,000 females is 3,405, sixty-five per cent 
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of which are livéd at the usual ages between 
twenty and sixty, eighteen per cent under 
twenty years, and sixteen per cent above 
sixty years. ‘Thus sixty-six per cent of the 
increased duration of human life in England 
is lived at the usual and productive period, 
and not more than thirty-four per cent at 
the dependent ages either of childhood or 
old age. These facts appear to supply a 
complete refutation of the assertion, with 
reference to the reduced death-rate, that 
“the improvement effected by science” con- 
sists in a prolongation of the passive endur- 
ance of life rather than an extension of the 
power of true vitality, or any increase of 
the opportunity for good work and for intel- 
lectual enjoyment.— Zhe British Med. Journal. 


Tue Cuoice or Boots AND SHoEs.—AI- 
though much has been said and written in 
recent years about the physiology of the 
foot and its coverings, we are afraid com- 
paratively few people are yet to be found 
among us who choose their boots and shoes 
upon intelligent or even intelligible princi- 
ples. Although most persons wear their 
boots both too small and of wrong shape, 
faults of size are now probably more com- 
mon than faults of shape. It is not gener- 
ally recognized that the foot expands in the 
action of walking, both in length and in 
breadth. An adult foot in walking often ex- 
pands as much asa tenth of its length, or 
about an inch. In breadth it expands pro- 
portionately more; often as much as an 
eighth, or about half an inch. In choosing 
boots and shoes, this double expansion 
ought to be allowed for. It is because this 
physiological enlargement of the feet in 
walking is so frequently overlooked that 
boots and shoes so often become dangerous 
contrivances for deforming the shape and 
crippling the motions of the feet. A shoe- 
maker generally measures his customer’s 
foot when the person is sitting, and when 
the measured foot is raised from the ground ; 
and it will be found that, as rule, he allows 
only a twenty-fourth part of the length of 
the foot for expansive increase in that direc- 
tion during walking, while he generally does ~ 
not allow any thing for expansion in breadth, 
being content to take the exact circumfer- 
ence of the foot at one or more points, 
while the extremity is in unexpanded con- 
dition. 


Tue number of students in the medical 
faculty of the University of Vienna during 
the session recently ended was 1,750. 
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CONDENSED MILK as Foop.—The “ com- 
mission” arrive at the following conclusions: 
(1) Condensed milk containing sugar, dilut- 
ed with twice or four times its weight of 
water, may be considered as an article of 
food, and in some cases would prove useful. 
(2) Artificial milk thus prepared is incontes- 
tably inferior to good cow’s milk. It is a 
healthy article of food, but only slightly nu- 
tritive. (3) The directions given in the pro- 
spectus are calculated to mislead the public. 
Condensed milk, diluted with from six to 
ten times its weight of water, can not be 
classed as an article of food. (4) Newly born 
infants, which have been suckled for three 
or four months, may be weaned and fed 
with good cows, goats, or asses’ milk, not 
mixed with water, and given in sufficient 
quantity. Condensed milk containing sugar, 
diluted with from two to three times its 
weight of water, may form part of the daily 
nourishment of such children; but it would 
be certainly imprudent to use it alone.— 2e- 
port to the French Society of Hygiene. 


SLIGHTLY ArctTic.—Verchojansk, in Si- 
beria, would appear to be the spot of all 
others on earth where the cold is most in- 
tensely felt. On December 30th we are 
informed that the thermometer reached the 


lowest point ever observed, 7. ¢., 63° below 


zero. In this favored region a triple cover- 
ing of reindeer skins is scarcely sufficient to 
preserve the blood from freezing. Each 
movement of the respiratory organs is pain- 
ful, almost insupportably so to the throat and 
lungs. The breath exhaled congeals at once 
into minute nodules of ice, which, in rubbing 
against one another, produce a slight noise 
like the rustling of silk. It is said that a 
crow flying through the ice-cold air leaves 
behind it a long train of vaporous matter.— 
The London Medical Press. 

[Unless these Siberian crows have a very 
profuse and protracted diarrhea we can not 
account for this phenomenon, except on the 
hypothesis, which is very certainly correct, 
a whole story is a frigid Munchausen- 
ism. 


Ciimatic INFLUENCES ON MoRTALITY.— 
The sudden rise in the rates of mortality 
due to climatic influences was very marked 
a few days ago, during the prevalence of 
strong east winds. (The Medical Press.) 
In every large town their influence is dem- 
onstrated by an increased death-rate, and 
whereas many districts boast at this season 
of the year a mortality ranging from 12 to 
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20 per 1,000 of their population, the mini- 
mum for the week ending March and begin- 
ning of April was 20, and the maximum 43 
per 1,000. In London the excess over aver- 
age was 262; and in Glasgow, Dublin, Man- 
chester, Halifax, and Birmingham even a 
more marked excess was reached. Elderly 
people, infants, and persons with chest 
troubles were the principal victims who suc- 
cumbed; and it may be noted that there 
was almost an immunity from diseases of the 
zymotic class. 


THE Hart TEsTIMONIAL.— It will be in 
the recollection of our readers, that a fund 
was set on foot last year for the purpose of 
presenting Mr. Ernest Hart, M.R.C.S., edi- 
tor of the British Medical Journal, with a 
testimonial for his services in that and other 
capacities to the profession. (The Medical 
Press.) This testimonial has taken the form 
of a portrait of himself, painted by Mr. 
Frank Holl, R.A., whom the committee 
commissioned with the work, and who has 
been completely and singularly successful. 
Yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon the presen- 
tation of the portrait to Mrs. Hart took 
place, at the residence of His Grace the 
Duke of Westminster, by Mr. Spencer Wells, 
F.R.C.S., president of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England, treasurer to the fund, 
on behalf of the subscribers, a large number 
of whom were present on the occasion. 


BERLIN PoLicLinicaAL INsTITUTION.—As 
a great many medical persons will visit the 
Hygienical Exhibition of Berlin, we desire to 
direct attention to the Berlin Policlinical In- 
stitution, where clinical lectures on Otology, 
Rhinoscopy, Dermatology, Syphilology, Lar- 
yngoscopy, Neuropathology, Electrotherapy, 
Ophthalmology, etc., are held regularly. 
Each course commences the first of the 
month, and continues thirty days. The 
Berlin Policlinical Institution is situated at 
51 Louisenstrasse, opposite to the Hospital 
Charity. 


SrronGc Drink.—Dr. Richardson’s great 
contention is that while it is creditable to be 
able to take alcohol in the strictest modera- 
tion, it is better for the healthy man to do 
without it altogether. He advocates that, 
under a total-abstinence system, a race of 
boys and girls will grow up who will regard 
it as an evil, will never taste it or desire to 
taste it; who will in fact avoid it as we all 
avoid opium, looking upon it as a poison to 
be used under medical advice only. 


a 
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AN APPEAL FOR THE VENTILATION OF 
CuurcHES.—This capital good advice and 
jolly doggerel is from the Christian Weekly. 
It is rare that we read any thing so good in 
our religious contemporaries. 


*©O Sexton ! 
You shet five hundred men, women, and children, 
Speshily the latter, up in a tite place, 
Sum has bad breths, none of ’em aint too sweet, 
Sum is fevery, some is scroflus, sum has bad teeth, 
And sum haint none, and sum aint over clean; 
And evry one of em brethes in and out, and out 
and in, 
Say fifty times a minnet, or one million and a half 
breths an hour; 
Now how long willa cherch full of are last at that 
rate? 
I ask you; say fifteen minnets, and then what’s to 
be did ?”’ 


‘«T put it to your konshens, 
Are is the same to us as milk to babies, 
Or water is to fish, or pendulums to clox, 
Or roots and airbs unto an Injun doctor, 
Or little pills unto an omepath, 
Or Boize to gurls. Are is for us to brethe. 
What signifies who preaches ef I can’t brethe ? 
What’s Pol? What’s Pollus to sinners who are 
ded ? 
Ded for want of breth?”’ 


Lapy Doctors WANTED IN CHINA.—Miss 
Howard, an American M. D., has for some 
time practiced her profession in China, where 
she was fortunate enough to be called to at- 
tend the mother of a highly important offi- 
cial, Li Hung Chang, and subsequently the 
wife also of the same distinguished person- 
age. Her fame asa physician has, it is said, 
spread over all North China, and Miss How- 
ard is now besieged with applications to 
attend the wives and female relations of 
wealthy natives, who are entirely averse to 
consulting a foreign male physician. 


Tue Tennessee State Medical Society met 
in Nashville on the roth of April. The fol- 
lowing officers were elected: President, Dr. 
A. B. Tadlock, of Knoxville; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Dr. A. Morrison, Nashville, and Dr. 
C. S. Wright, Chattanooga; Secretary, Dr. 
C. C. Fite; Treasurer, Dr. D. J. Roberts. 


THE army boots now are made right and 


left. The inner line of the boot is made 
straight, so that the great toe is not pushed 
outward, and there is a bulging over the 
base of this toe to allow free play for its 
large articulation. The toes and the treads 
of the boots are very broad, so that the lateral 
expansion of the foot in these situations is 
not impeded. The heels are broad and low, 
so that the wearer’s weight is not thrown 
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upon his toes. A low heel gives free play to 
the muscles of the calf, and a broad heel 
gives substantial support to the posterior 
pier of the pedal arch. 


SHOES.—Marshal Saxe said, “There is no 
article of a soldier’s dress more important 
than his boots, and battles are won by legs.” 
The Duke of Wellington, being asked what 
was the best requisite for a soldier, said, “ A 
pair of good shoes!’”’ What next, “A spare 
pair of good shoes!” What next? “A spare 
pair of soles!” 


A New TREATMENT OF VENEREAL WARTS. 
Thirty grains salicylic acid dissolved in half 
an ounce of collodion is the latest remedy 
recommended for venereal warts. But since 
the advocate of this treatment, Dr. Lieb- 
mann, in the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, admits that two months are requir- 
ed for cure, the treatment can not be consid- 
sidered any ‘‘great shakes,” as our English 
friends would say. 


Lonpon Hospitats ToTrertnc. — The 
British Medical Journal says, unless the ru- 
mors which we hear in various directions 
are wholly misleading, there seems reason 
to fear that we are on the eve of a financial 
panic among the general hospitals in Lon- 
don. 


A SpanisH DocBerry.—A Spanish magis- 
trate lately issued this proclamation, “All 
articles in the shape of wines, groceries, 
and provisions, which, upon examination 
and analysis, are proved to be injurious to 
health, will be confiscated forthwith and dis- 
tributed to the different charitable institu- 
tions.” 


Tue French law decrees that the legiti- 
macy of a child born three hundred days 
after the death or departure of the husband 
need not necessarily be questioned. 


Tue smoke nuisance of London, it is 
stated, was noticed in 1257. Queen El- 
eanor, wife of Henry III, had to leave 
town on account of the smoke. 


SEVENTEEN medical men have been cho- 
sen members of the Italian Parliament at 
the last general election. 


Five successful cases of tracheotomy for 
croup are reported in The Lancet, March 
31st, by James L. Little, M.D. 
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A DOCTOR'S TRIUMPH. 





While Professor Donald Maclean, the 
well-known Professor of Surgery in the 
University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, was 
absent from home last summer, a most scan- © 
dalous publication relating to that gentle- 


man appeared in the Detroit Evening News. 
The article was of a most libelous charac- 
ter, and charged Prof. Maclean with sus- 
taining most improper relations with a lady 
patient whom he had treated a short time 
before. From the testimony, as published, 
the charges rest upon a most flimsy founda- 
tion, and the evidence relates only to con- 
flicting and improbable circumstances. This 
evidence was elicited by a suit for libel, 
which Prof. Maclean promptly filed against 
the paper containing the publication. The 
suit resulted in a verdict for the plaintiff, 
the jury placing his damages in the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars. 

Every physician is liable to be menaced 
at any time with the ordeal through which 
Prof. Maclean, of Ann Arbor, has just 
passed. Actuated by various motives, such 
as a desire to extort money by blackmail 
and an innate love for scandal, there are 
in every community those who are ready 
to attack the most precious possessions 
of a popular physician—his good name 
and pure professional character. It is 
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painful to record that these attacks are 
often aided and instigated by those in 
whom envy and jealousy have instilled 
their virulent poison. It is a notorious 
fact, too, that the object of these attacks 
is usually to extract money in the form 
of a compromise. To yield to such de- 
mands is a fatal mistake. 

The course pursued by Prof. Maclean is 
the only one consistent with the protection 
of one’s honor and self-respect. Certain 
newspapers are altogether too ready to 
give a doctor a conspicuous place in the 
sensational column where scandal reigns 
supreme. We commend most heartily the 
manly course adopted by Prof. Maclean 
in all this trying affair. It is pleasant also 
to note the enthusiastic ovation accorded 
him by his fellow-citizens of Ann Arbor 
—an ovation in which the entire com- 
munity participated—on his return home 
after the verdict was rendered. We can 
not at this moment recall any other instance 
in which a physician has been accorded a 
verdict in so large a sum as twenty thou- 
sand dollars. The-vindication is complete, 
and the result will not be without its influ- 
ences—influences which will be protective 
to physicians, and not without warning to 
would-be libelers. 





THE OONTROVERSY IN NEW YORK. 


The personal feeling engendered by the 
discussions on ethics in the medical socie- 
ties of New York must be observed with re- 
gret by physicians in every portion of the 
United States. It certainly must be re- 
gretted now on the part of all conservative 
members of the profession in New York, 
that for the sake of harmony and the 
preservation of good feeling the temperate 
course advocated in the petition presented 
at the late meeting of the State Society 
was not adopted. This petition was signed 
by the most distinguished and able mem- 
bers of the profession in New York, and 
urged the importance of representation in 
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the American Medical Association, ad- 
vising that such modification of the code 
as may be necessary should be made in 
that body, which originally enacted the 
existing code. This suggestion was treated 
with open disrespect by the advocates of 
the new code. When it was evident that 
the profession of the State was not suf- 
ficiently agreed upon the new departure, 
the discussion should have been permitted 
to rest until a more unanimous sentiment 
might prevail. The advocates of the new 
code, however, were persistent and uncom- 
promising, and the course adopted has be- 
gotten the present condition of affairs. 
The following bitter expressions were 
made publicly by Dr. Fordyce Barker 
concerning Dr. Austin Flint, jr.’s advo- 
cacy of a series of resolutions adopted by 
the Academy of Medicine: “It was a dis- 
graceful, abominable trick, and only fit to 
be undertaken by a low ward politician.’ 
And again, ‘‘for the rest of my life I can 
only treat Dr. Flint with required civility.” 


The resolutions referred to by Dr. Barker 
involved no radical measures, and have 
elicited the following expression: 


We, the undersigned, ex-presidents of the New 
York Academy of Medicine, desire to record our 
approval of the action taken by the Academy at 
the stated meeting of April 19, 1883, reaffirming 
the ethical clause of its by-laws and our indorse- 
ment of the course pursued, by request of the 
council of the central organization of the New 
York State Medical Association, as presented at 
this meeting by Austin Flint, jr. (Signed) Wil- 
lard Parker, M.D., President N. Y. Acad. Med., 
1856; James Anderson, M. D., President N. Y. 
Acad. Med., 1861 to 1867; Austin Flint, M. D., 
President N, Y. Acad. Med., 1873 to 1875; Samuel 
S. Purple, M. D., President N. Y. Acad. Med., 1875 
to 1879. 


There is one lesson which has been so 
often and so plainly demonstrated by the 
medical societies of this country that he who 
runs may read, and our New York brethren 
will learn it to their satisfaction in the end. 
It is that the more our societies confine 
their attention to their proper field—the 
joint cultivation of medical science and 
good fellowship—the better it will be for 
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their prosperity as societies, the welfare of 
individuals, and the common good of the 
profession. 





McDape’s REMEDY FOR SyPHILIs, which 
we published in the News, March 31st, and 
which Dr. Marion Sims strongly urged the 
profession to try, may be procured of Mr. 
J. A. Flexner, 248 Fifth Street. Mr. Flex- 
ner has taken every care to procure first- 
class drugs, and his skill and integrity in- 
sure the excellence of his preparation. The 
remedy is a compound fluid extract of 
Phytolacca Decandra, Stillingia Sylvatica, 
Smilax Sarsaparilla, Lappa Minor, and 
Xanthoxylum Carolinianum. 

McDade’s, or the Creek Indian remedy 
for syphilis, though so highly commended 
by Dr. Sims and the Alabama physicians, 
is, like most of the new remedies, likely to 
prove of little worth, for such marvelous 
good things as it is claimed to be are ex- 
tremely rare. At the same time it deserves 
a trial, being indorsed as it is, and hence 
we again call attention to it. 





SMALLPOx.—From the latest reports small- 
pox continues to prevail in Baltimore, New 
Orleans, and other cities. The disease has 
recently become quite prevalent in Florida, 
and at Jacksonville and several points on 
the St. John’s River many cases are reported. 
On April 30th twenty cases of the disease 
were discovered in Mercer County, West 
Virginia. The greatest excitement was cre- 
ated, and the State Board of Health was ap- 
pealed to for aid. 





THE attention of advertisers is called to 
the notice of the publishers which appears 
on the first page of this journal. The News 
is a faithful exponent of medical science, 
and an advertisement in its pages reaches a 
large class of the profession who are alive 
to the demands of the times and who wish 
to keep posted in all matters relating to new 
remedies and new appliances. 
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The Untoward Effect of Drugs. A Pharmaco- 
logical and Clinical Manual. By Dr. L. Lewin, 
Docent of Materia Medica, Hygiene, and Public 
Health in the University of Berlin. Translated 
by J. J. MULHERON, M.D., of Detroit, Michigan. 
Second edition. Revised and enlarged. De- 
troit, Michigan: George S. Davis, Medical Pub- 
lisher. 1883. 

The fact that certain drugs in daily use 
occasionally exhibit anomalous and danger- 
ous actions under certain circumstances long 
ago created a necessity for a treatise which 
would within one cover record certain facts 
heretofore scattered through various com- 
prehensive works on materia medica. In- 
deed so little has been heretofore done in 
the way of grouping these dangerous influ- 
ences of remedial agents, and the circum- 
stances under which they are manifest, that 
the task is by no means an easy one. This 
is the field occupied by the treatise before 
us. The author recognizes that the science 
_ of materia medica and therapeutics occu- 
pies a middle ground between physiological 
experimentation and clinical observation. 
From this standpoint, which is unques- 
tionably the correct one, this treatise has 
been prepared. The reader, after a thor- 
ough examination of Dr. Lewin’s work, 
will realize fully for the first time the 
importance and extent of the subjects dis- 
cussed. It is essentially a work of the 
German school, and is thorough, able, and 
scientific. The translator has discharged 
his task faithfully, and has converted the 
text into exact, clear, and elegant English. 
This volume is uniform in typography and 
style of binding with some previous publi- 
cations of this enterprising publisher, and 
deserves to be called a handsome publica- 
tion. This translation has the indorsement 
of the author, and the proof-sheets had his 
personal attention, receiving many additions. 
Hence, the book as it now appears is a re- 
vised edition of the original. The work is 
one of great value, and occupies a place in 
medical literature altogether its own. 





The American Psychological Journal. Edited 
by JosEPH ParrisH, M.D., of Burlington, N. J., 
April, 1833. Vol. I, No.1. Philadelphia: P. 
Blakiston, Son & Co. Subscription price, $2 per 
annum. 


The above is the title of a handsome se- 


rial publication of over one hundred pages, 
which will be issued quarterly by. the Na- 


tional Association for the Protection of the 
Insane and the Prevention of Insanity. This 
association, devoted to a most beneficent 
purpose, is growing in strength, and is ac- 
complishing a great work in the interests of 
the insane and the science of psychiatry. 
This journal, while presenting to the scien- 
tific world the official proceedings and dis- 
cussions of the association, will be devoted 
to the discussion of all topics relating to 
insanity and the insane. The very name of 
the publishers is a guarantee of excellence 
in all that appertains to the appearance and 
character of the publishers’ work. The ed- 
itor is well known to the profession by his 
studies in this branch of medical science, 
and the association, as well as the interests 
to which it is devoted, is fortunate in secur- 
ing his valuable services. We wish for this, 
our latest exchange, the most abundant suc- 
cess. 





Experimental Pharmacology. A Hand-book of 
Methods for Studying the Physiological Ac- 
tions of Drugs. By L. HERMANN, Professor of 
Physiology in the University of Zurich. Trans- 
lated, with additions, by ROBERT MEADE SMITH, 
Demonstrator of Physiology in the University 
of Pennsylvania, with thirty-two illustrations on 
wood. Pp. 201. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s 
Son & Co. 1883. 

This hand-book will be most appreciated 
by those who are engaged in a special field 
of investigation—a class which, it is pleas- 
ant to know, is increasing in number in this 
country. The book before us will be valua- 
ble to students engaged in laboratory work 
upon the physiological action of drugs. Ev- 
ery detail of investigation by experiment is 
here faithfully described and elucidated by 
illustrations so as to enable the investigator 
to pursue his studies without the constant 
assistance of an instructor. The translator 
has added such copious additions and so 
many illustrations that he is entitled to share 
the major portion of the credit of author- 
ship. 





THE SYMPTOMS AND D1AGNosIs OF MALA- 
RIA IN CHILDREN. By L. Emmet Holt, A. 
M., M.D., New York, attending physician 
to the Northwestern Dispensary in Depart- 
ment of Diseases of Children. Reprinted 
from the American Journal of Obstetrics and 
Diseases of Women and Children. New 
York: Wm. Wood & Co., publishers, 56 and 
58 Lafayette Place. 1883. 

Well worthy of careful perusal. It con- 
tains many valuable facts and suggestions. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
MEDICAL OFFICERS OF AMERICAN INsTI- 
TUTIONS FOR IDIOTIC AND FEEBLE-MINDED 
PERSONS. 1883. 

Among a number of valuable papers con- 
tained in the above volume, one of the most 
interesting and practical is by Dr. J. Q. A. 
Stewart, the efficient superintendent of the 
Kentucky institution at Frankfort. It is de- 


voted to the industrial interests of this class 
of unfortunates, as developed in the institu- 
tion over which Dr. Stewart presides. 


THE PATHOLOGY AND Morsip ANATOMY 
oF TuBERCLE. By N. Senn, M.D., of Mil- 
waukee, Wis. Reprint from the Transac- 
tions of the State Medical Society of Wis- 
consin. 1883. 


BoaRD OF STATE COMMISSIONERS OF Pus- 
LIC CHARITIES OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
Seventh Biennial Report. Presented to the 
Governor, November, 1882. 


DayTon ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. Twen- 
ty-fourth Annual Report of the Board of 
Trustees and Officers to the Governor of 
the State of Ohio, for the year 1878. 


THE Opium Hasir: its Successful Treat- 
ment by the Avena Sativa. By E. H. M. 
Sell, A.M., M. D., of New York. Read be- 
fore the New York State Medical Society. 


State Lunatic Asy_Lum aT Utica, N. Y. 
Fortieth Annual Report of the Managers, 
for the year 1882. Transmitted to the leg- 
islature January 10, 1883. 


SANITARY COUNCIL OF THE MISssISSIPPI 
VaLLey. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual 
Meeting, Jackson, Miss., April 3 and 4, 1883. 


ILLinots STATE BoaRD OF HEALTH. Re- 
port of Proceedings of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing, Chicago, April 12-14, 1883. 


Strate AsYLUM FOR THE INSANE AT Mor- 
RISTOWN, N. J. Seventh Annual Report of 
the Managers and Officers, for 1882. 








SASSAFRAS IN Ruus Porsoninc.—Dr. R. 
L. Hinton claims that sassafras tea is almost 
a specific for the rash produced by poison 
oak. This is an infusion of the bark of the 
red sassafras. The diseased parts are cov- 
ered with compresses soaked in the cold in- 
fusion, while internally there is administered 
the infusion warmed, sugared, and with milk 


according to the taste—New York Medical 
Record. 


Medical Societies. 


THE PATHOLOGIOAL SOCIETY OF PHIL- 
ADELPHIA. 


METHODICAL EXAMINATION OF THE BRAIN. 
By Dr. Charles K. Mills. 

The lecture was amply illustrated by dia- 
grams and specimens prepared by Dr. Mills, 
and also by a series of preparations from 
the Miitter Museum of the College of Phy- 
sicians of Philadelphia. Dr. Mills passed 
by with brief allusions the examination of 
the scalp, skull, and membranes of the 
brain, the cerebral space and vessels, and 
the best methods of determining volume, 
specific gravity, and cranial capacity. His 
chief object in the lecture was to discuss 
and demonstrate the proper procedures to 
be pursued in methodically examining the 
surface and interior of the brain, after the 
removal of its envelopes, for the purpose of 
discovering and accurately localizing lesions. 

In order to make an autopsy of the brain 
proper in a rapid, methodical, and scientific 
manner, he considered several requirements 
necessary : 

1. The superficial topography of the brain 
should be understood. The examiner should 
be able to pick out without hesitation the 
chief fissures and convolutions. He should 
also, of course, be perfectly familiar with 
the numerous superficial subdivisions of the 
base of the cerebellum. 

2. The variations in the size, direction, or 
arrangement of cerebral fissures and con- 
volutions most likely to occur should be 
known to him. Age, race, individual type, 
education, and other causes act to produce 
variations and anomalies. The student 
thoroughly familiar with the diagrams and 
demonstrations of Ecker might find himself 
at sea in his first examinations if ‘this fact is 
not remembered. 

3. A knowledge of the internal structure 
of the brain should be possessed by the op- 
erator. He should understand not only its 
ventricles and horns, its commissures and 
peduncles, its foramina and aqueducts, but 
also its medullated structure as exhibited by 
sections of the cerebral and cerebellar hem- 
ispheres made in various directions. Meth- 
odical cerebrotomy, practiced in the vertico- 
transverse, vertico-longitudinal, horizontal, 
and even in other directions, will give cer- 
tain more or less fixed appearances, which 
should be familiar. 

The surface of the brain should be exam- 
ined thoroughly for morphological peculiar- 
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ities, such as deficiency or excess of fissures 
and gyri, confluence of fissures, simplicity 
or complexity of folds and furrows; and, of 
course, for pathological changes, for atrophy, 
softening, hemorrhages, change of color, etc. 
Dr. Mills described the fissures and convo- 
lutions as given by Ecker, and also called 
. attention to some of the most common and 
striking variations from the usual type of the 
adult human brain, dwelling particularly on 
the fissures most likely to be confused—the 
pre-central, central, and retro-central, etc. 
The views and observations of Moriz Ben- 
edikt on the brains of criminals were re- 
ferred to and criticised. 

The examination of the fissures, convolu- 
tions, cranial nerves, and various regions of 
the surface of the cerebrum and cerebellum 
having been completed, the interior of the 
brain should next claim attention. The ex- 
amination should be made in such a way as 
to cause as little disturbance as possible of 
the relations of parts by the incisions, and 
to allow, if desired, that the brain be brought 
together again after the autopsy and pre- 
served as a whole. This could be done so 
as to submit every cavity, canal, part, and 
structure to comparatively minute explora- 
tion. Some cerebrotomists, as Bitot, without 


stopping to investigate particularly the vari- 
ous cavities and subdivisions, at once pro- 
ceed to divide the brain into blocks by large 
incisions made at carefully selected points. 

The advantages of each of the three 
forms of sections—vertical transverse, ver- 
tical antero-posterior, and horizontal—were 


pointed out. The vertical transverse sec- 
tions are the most generally useful. What 
are known as the middle transverse, meso- 
lobar, or cortico-central zones, are most im- 
portant to understand. These comprise all 
the cerebral mass situated between the an- 
terior and posterior extremities of the cor- 
pus callosum. Bitot describes and figures 
seven of these zones. Sections and dia- 
grams were exhibited by Dr. Mills, and the 
places and methods of making these sec- 
tions were explained. The particular con- 
volutions, and the region of the ganglia, 
centrum-ovale, capsules, etc., traversed by 
these sections were shown. The ganglio- 
insular region was particularly described. 
This region includes a large portion of the 
island of Reil, of the optic and striate 
ganglia, of the external and internal cap- 
sules, and of the external wall. The impor- 
tance of having at command a fixed nomen- 
clature for the various planes and regions 
was dwelt upon. Following the method of 
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Bitot, the surfaces exposed by the sections 
were divided into a superior, inferior, and 
middle division, and these were studied. A 
diagram representing the relations of the 
middle portion of the brain to the cranium 
was shown and explained. Dr. Mills said 
that he preferred to open the brain so as to 
expose its ventricles, horns, and parts, and 
examine each as nearly as possible in its 
integrity. By his methods such structures 
as the corpus callosum, septum lucidum, 
tenia semicircularis, velum interpositum, 
choroid plexus, fornix, foramen of Monro, 
pineal gland and its peduncles, etc., could 
be each in turn investigated for lesions. 

After the cavities and horns had been 
exposed by proper incisions, methodical 
cerebrotomy, as advised by Charcot, Pitre, 
or Bitot, could be practiced, the cuts being 
made from within outward, but not quite 
through the brain, so that the whole mass 
could be drawn together again after the cut 
surfaces had been examined. 

Dr. Mills described three of the best meth- 
ods of opening the brain: (1) At the base 
by taking as guides certain fissures and other 
anatomical landmarks; (2) from the upper 
surface, by incisions through each side of 
the corpus callosum, or along the lower bor- 
ders of the calloso-marginal fissures; (3) by 
dividing the brain into two symmetrical 
halves by a careful median section. This 
should only be done after the parts in the 
median line had been previously explored. 

Dr. Shakespeare said that he would like 
the lecturer to state why he prefers to open 
the brain from the base rather than from 
above. Dr. Shakespeare thought that by 
opening from above the floor of the lateral 
ventricles would be better exposed, which 
contain the large ganglia of the brain, anda 
better topographical view would be obtained. 

The most usual cause for which the brain 
is examined is apoplexy. In these examin- 
ations it is necessary that very thin sections 
shall be made so that all parts can be care- 
fully examined. Dr. Mills has already 
pointed out the desirability of making these 
section in such a manner that none shall be 
detached, so that when the examination is 
over all can be readily replaced, still leaving 
the brain practically in one piece. I believe 
that these two objects can better be obtained 
by making the examination from above, as 
taught by Prof. Orth (Compendium der Pa- 
thologisch Anatomischen Diagnostik), than by 
making it from below. The only part capa- 
ble of holding the sections together is the 
cortex with its adherent vessels. Prof. Orth 
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advises making a longitudinal section toward 
the cortex on a level with the corpus callo- 
sum. This section is made deep enough to 
cut the cortical convolutions half through. 
This leaves enough tissue to keep the part 
attached. The anterior horn, the ventricles 
and posterior horn are laid open by a second 
incision. Transverse cuts as thin as desired 
are then made in the side pieces. These cuts 
go half way through the cortex. The large 
ganglia are then sliced transversely, begin- 
ning at the front and going backward. These 
are also made to go half way through the 
cortical substances of the base and so on. 
The examination being finished, the parts can 
all be folded together like the leaves of a 
book, not one piece having been detached. 
The only way I can see of making thin sec- 
tions of every part of the brain by the other 
method is to divide it into two lateral halves, 
and then making your sections toward the 
cortex, for if the sections be made directly 
across the brain the parts in front of the 
corpus callosum and behind the pedunclea 
will be entirely detached. 

Another objection is that seven sections 
are too few, and if it is desired to have more 
it will be a difficult task to hold the already 


cut sections in one hand and split them with’ 


the knife held in the other. 

Dr. Bartholow preferred to open the brain 
from above for similar reasons to those as- 
signed by Dr. Shakespeare. Dr. Eskridge 
expressed a preference for the older method. 
Dr. Mills then closed the debate by reitera- 
ting and amplifying the arguments contained 


in his paper. C. B. NANCREDE, Recorder. 





Correspondence. 





SIMILIA SIMILIBUS OCURANTUR. 
Editors Louisville Medical News: 

The following curious case, which recent- 
ly came under my notice, goes so far to sus- 
tain the doctrine of similia similibus curan- 
tur that I am tempted to report it. E. J., 
aged seven years, received a blow on the 
head which was immediately followed by 
double strabismus, the right eye being most 
affected. Some four or five weeks after the 
accident, and while the little fellow was 
amusing himself pulling at a mule’s tail, he 
received a kick from the animal just behind 
the right ear, which knocked him senseless. 
The accident was followed by vomiting, di- 
lated pupil, and other symptoms of con- 
cussion which persisted for several days. 
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From the time the kick was received (April 
17th) up to the present, his eyes have been 
as straight as they were previous to the acci- 
dent which produced the squint. I have 
made several appeals to my medical friends 
for a solution of this curious phenomenon, 
but have received no satisfactory explana- 
tion. One gentleman is of the opinion that 
the first blow tangled up some of the nerve- 
fibers influencing vision, and the kick of 
the mule untangled them again. Can not 
some of the New York specialists who have 
recently gone over to homeopathy give us a 
more lucid explanation than that given by 
our facetious friend? E. R. 
LOUISVILLE, May 2, 1883. 





Editors Louisville Medical News: 

As Secretary of the Boyle County Medical 
Society, I am requested to submit the fol- 
lowing resolutions to you for publication in 
your journal: 


To the Boyle County Medical Society: The com- 
mittee appointed to report on the resignation and 
removal of Dr. Tucker to Marion County, Ky., 
would respectfully submit the following: ‘*The 
resignation and removal of Dr. D. C. Tucker calls 
for an expression upon the part of the Boyle Coun- 
ty Medical Society--of which he was a member— 
of regrets, and of the high regard entertained for 
him personally and professionally. For many years 
the members of this society have been socially and 
professionally associated with him, and have al- 
ways found him an urbane gentleman, a diligent 
student, an industrious practitioner, and in his 
professional intercourse courteous and ethical. 
His absence from the meetings of this society 
will be seriously felt, and his place will not be 
easily filled. He will bear to his new home the 
sincerest commendation of his professional associ- 
ates as a gentleman and practitioner of medicine. 

J. M. Meyer, M.D. 
Gro. Cowan, M.D. 


W. N. Turner, Secretary. 
DANVILLE, Ky., April 3, 1883. 








GLYCERINE.—M. Desguin, of Anvers, has 
given glycerine internally in certain forms 
of skin disease with, it is said, marked suc- 
cess, especially in acne punctata and the 
furuncular diathesis. He commences with 
four drams daily and gradually increases the 
dose. He states that the secretion of the 
cutaneous glands, which is thick and irritat- 
ing in these diseases, becomes more liquid, 
and cutaneous irritation is notably lessened. 
During convalescence from scarlet fever he 
believes that it facilitates desquamation.— 
Lancet. 





LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


Obituary. 


JAMES M. LEMON, M. D. 


Dr. James M. Lemon died in Truxton, 
Mo., on April 27, 1883. He was born in 
Polk County, Mo., April 22, 1838. Wasa 
graduate of the McDowell Medical College, 
of St. Louis. He served as Assistant Sur- 
geon in the C.S. A., fifth Missouri regiment, 
during the entire war. In 1871-72 he at- 
tended a course of lectures in the Medical 
Department of the University of Louisville, 
and a second course during the session of 
1875-76, when he was graduated by that 
institution. 

In Dr. Lemon the profession has lost an 
able practitioner. He was a man who was 
ever well posted in the latest advances in 
medicine and surgery. As a diagnostician 
he was singularly accurate. He was a skilled 
microscopist. Remarkable success attended 
him in his extensive practice. In the midst 
of his labors he was suddenly called to rest, 
a thing of which he knew little during his 
busy career. He was tender and true to 
his family and friends, and in all things did 
his duty. He took pride in his profession. 
He was ever ready to assist his younger 
brethren. 

The thought of his many kind and noble 
deeds will again and again bring him to our 
remembrance, and though he is dead he yet 
speaketh. 





Selections. 





EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SocieTy.—A meeting 
of the above Society was held on April 4th, 
Surgeon-General John Murray, M.D., in the 
chair. Dr. G. B. Longstaff read a paper on 
Phthisis, Bronchitis, and Pneumonia: Are 
they Epidemic Diseases? The following is 
an abstract (Lancet) : 

The author explained that his object was 
to examine the Registrar General’s returns 
in such a way as would make clear their 
bearing on the solution of the question pro- 
pounded. As in previous papers, relating 
to summer diarrhea and the diseases al- 
lied to erysipelas respectively, he exhibited 
diagrams graphically representing the death- 
rates for England and Wales from the dis- 
eases in question, and certain others in 
various ways allied to them, during a period 
of twenty-five years; also showing the same 
death-rates in London for thirty-three years, 


compared with a curve expressing the num- 
ber of cold days in each winter. Many 
other curves have been pointed out by 
the author, but only a few had proved 
useful for the purpose in hand. One dia- 
gram showed that the death-rate curve of 
phthisis deviates but very little from a straight 
line, resembling in this respect those for can- 
cer, apoplexy, paralysis, convulsions, and 
fractures. The curves of tubercular menin- 
gitis (hydrocephalus), and to a less degree 
tabes mesenterica, resembled the phthisis 
curve. The phthisis death-rate had fallen 
twenty per-cent during the last twenty years. 
The bronchitis curve exhibited considerable 
fluctuations, but on the average it had risen 
eighty-one per-cent during twenty years. 
Pneumonia gave a curve closely resembling 
that of bronchitis in many respects, but the 
average mortality had fallen twenty per-cent. 
The total mortality from all diseases of the 
respiratory organs, together with phthisis, 
showed an increase of five per-cent, indicat- 
ing that probably many deaths formerly re- 
turned as due to phthisis or pneumonia were 
now classed with bronchitis. Pleurisy ap- 
peared to be more allied to rheumatism than 
to respiratory diseases. From the curves 
relating to London deaths, it appeared that 
bronchitis and pneumonia corresponded with 
the coldness of the winters, but not so closely 
as might have been expected. Phthisis was 
but little affected. Curves derived from 
Messrs. Buchan and Mitchell’s paper on the 
influence of weather on mortality, showing 
the average weekly fluctuations of the death- 
rates from varions causes in London during 
thirty years, strongly confirmed the author’s 
conclusions, with the single exception of 
tabes mesenterica, which gives an entirely 
different curve from that of phthisis. In 
another diagram were exhibited the week-to- 
week fluctuations of the deaths from bronchi- 
tis and pneumonia during the last five win- 
ters in London, and their relation to cold; 
also the same for phthisis during two of the 
winters. This diagram showed clearly that 
the pneumonia death-curve had a general 
correspondence with the bronchitis death- 
curve; but it differed in two particulars, viz., 
the fluctuations were much less, and while it 
rose in the autumn as rapidly, it fell in the 
spring more gradually. In the spring of 
1879 there was a prolonged high mortality 
from both bronchitis and pneumonia out of 
proportion to the severity of the cold; and 
during the whole winter of 1878-9 the two 
curves of bronchitis and pneumonia corre- 
sponded less closely than in the others. 
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The effect of two hard winters upon the 
phthisis mortality was shown to be remarka- 
bly slight. It was noted that for every 1,000 
females who died of pneumonia not less than 
1,460 males died, whereas in the case of 
bronchitis the numbers were 1,000 females to 
1,104 males, and in the case of phthisis 
1,000 females to 1,046 males. Bronchitis 
caused nearly three times as many deaths in 
proportion to population in Lancashire as in 
Gloucester. The mortality was also very 
high in metropolitan Surrey and Middlesex, 
West Yorkshire, Warwick, and Monmouth. 
It was very low in Cornwall, Sussex, Norfolk, 
extra-metropolitan Surrey, Cambridge, and 
Gloucester. Pneumonia was most fatal in 
Lancashire, Monmouth, South Wales, West 
Yorkshire, Stafford, and metropolitan Mid- 
diesex and Surrey; least in Sussex, Wilts, 
Hants, Bucks, Oxford, North Yorkshire, and 
Westmoreland. In eight registration coun- 
ties pneumonia was found to be compara- 
tively much more fatal than bronchitis, viz., 
South Wales, Gloucester, Rutland, extra-met- 
ropolitan Surrey, Bedford, Cornwall, Mon- 
mouth, and Cambridge. In ten registration 


counties bronchitis was found to be relatively 
more fatal than pneumonia, viz., North York- 
shire, Warwick, Wilts, metropolitan Surrey, 


Cumberland, Nottingham, Westmoreland. 
Cheshire, Somerset, and Oxford. The au- 
thor’s main conclusions were: (1) That the 
mortality statistics of England and Wales 
did not give any evidence in favor of the 
view that phthisis is communicable, but they 
showed, on the other hand, that weather had 
very little influence on the phthisis death- 
rate. (2) That while bronchitis and pneu- 
monia were both greatly influenced by me- 
teorological conditions, it was difficult to ex- 
plain by those conditions alone all the phe- 
nomena. (3) That common catarrh was a 
communicable disease, and that it was prob- 
able that very many cases of bronchitis and 
pneumonia might be looked upon as compli- 
cations of that or some similar disease of 
mild character when uncomplicated. (4) 
That the different incidence of bronchitis 
and pheumonia on the two sexes pointed to 
some difference in the causation of the two 
diseases. (5) That there would appear to 
be some common factor in the causation of 
phthisis and tubercular meningitis. 


MERCURIAL DECALCIFICATION.—A_ re- 
markable effect of acute poisoning by mer- 
cury, in the form of corrosive sublimate, 
was discovered by Salkowski, and has been 
confirmed by Prévost and Frutiger, of Ge- 
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neva, in a very interesting investigation, 
(The Lancet.) The effect is the deposition 
of calcareous salts in the cortical substance of 
the kidney. The deposits of lime-salts may 
easily be confounded with deposits of fat. 
The process commences in the straight tu- 
bules, and afterward involves the tubuli con- 
torti, and is sometimes so great that the kid- 
neys appear as if petrified. The effect is 
most marked in the rodents, but may also be 
observed in the cat, and likewise, although 
with more difficulty, in the dog, and it is ap- 
parently of the same nature in all animals. 
It is very remarkable that this change is not, 
as might be expected, most marked when 
the poisoning is most chronic. It is greatest 
when the doses of the poison are such as to 
cause death in three or four days, and are 
too small to kill within four-and-twenty 
hours. The Swiss investigators have made 
a very important discovery as to the process 
by which this remarkable effect is produced. 
They find that the calcification of the kid- 
neys is accompanied by, or rather accompa- 
nies, a removal of lime-salts from the bones 
which, in the case of rabbits, is sufficient to 
render the epiphyses of the long bones mov- 
able on the shafts. In order to estimate the 
actual amount of decalcification, a series of 
comparative analyses were made, the tibia 
being the bone chosen. The loss of lime 
was found to be usually from two to four 
per cent, and sometimes to amount even to 
eight or ten per cent. The change in the 
bones was always inversely proportioned to 
the change in the kidney. To obtain even 
more precise results, the leg of one animal 
was amputated before the commencement of 
the experiments, so that the normal propor- 
tion of lime salts might be accuratively com- 
pared with that present after the action of 
the corrosive sublimate. But the result of 
this experiment was the demonstration of a 
very interesting fact in relation to the pro- 
cesses of calcification and decalcification in 
the system. It was found that when the an- 
imal had recovered perfectly from the effect 
of the amputation, no mercury having been 
given, there was an increase in the amount 
of lime in the opposite tibia. Even after in- 
toxication by mercury it was found that 
there was still an excess of lime present, 
showing that the augmentation due to the 
amputation of the other leg was more than 
enough to compensate for the loss produced 
by the mercury. The peculiar effect of the 
corrosive sublimate can not be attributed to 
impairment of the general nutrition, since in 
starving animals, which had lost eight hun- 
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dred grams of body weight, the proportion 
of the mineral constituent of the bone was 
positively increased instead of being dimin- 
ished. The rapid decalcification of the 
bone seems to afford an adequate explana- 
tion of the accumulation of lime-salts in the 
kidneys arrested in the process of elimina- 
tion by these organs. 


CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF WATER AND Wa- 
TER-SuPpPLY.—Charles T. Kingzett, F.I.C., 
F.C.S., writes, in the British Medical Jour- 
nal: Attention has been recently directed in 
this journal to certain investigations, from 
the results of which it is apparent that “ pol- 
luting material, potent for harm,’”’ may be 
present in a water, the analysis of which 
would indicate it as of “extraordinary or- 
ganic purity.” I believe that this fact is 
recognized by all chemists, and most chem- 
ists will admit that an infected water may 
as readily pass one method of water-analy- 
sis as another. There can be no doubt that, 
while chemical analysis may throw much 
light upon the history of any particular wa- 
ter, and particularly if an investigation be 
made (as it always should be) of the source 
of the water, the methods at present em- 
ployed by chemists are powerless to discov- 
er the presence of disease-germs in water. 
My experiments show that it is possible to 
introduce fifty fluid grains of a putrid ex- 
tract into a gallon of chemically pure water, 
without taking it out of Dr. Tidy’s class of 
“waters of great organic purity.” Similar- 
ly, one hundred and seventy fluid grains 
could be introduced with the result of ob- 
taining a water of “medium purity,” and 
two hundred and fifty-five fluid grains would 
only make the water of “doubtful purity.” 
The putrid extract here referred to was 
swarming with organisms, and doubtless 
contained sepsin, which Dr. Burdon San- 
derson has proved to be a blood-poison. 


AN INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES OF THE IN- 
CREASE OF CANCER.—At the end of a long 
and elaborate thesis on this question, in the 
British Medical Journal, Hugh P. Dunn, 
F.R.C.S., concludes: 

1. That, in the face of incontrovertiblé 
facts, cancer is increasing in England. 

2. That this increase is due, (2) To the 
success attending the legislative measure 
and other means for the preservation of the 
infant population, by which a large propor- 
tion of persons reach adult age, and the 
general healthiness of the community is in- 
creased; (+) To the greater prominence which, 
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in the present day, prevails, of the most pre- 
disposing causes of the disease—such as the 
fecundity of women, the prevalence of high 
nervous tension, the existence of possibly 
greater general luxury in the mode of living. 

3. That the immunity, apparently demon- 
strated by the records as present in certain 
counties in England and Wales, is presuma- 
bly, as we have attempted to show, not due 
to any real declination of the disease, but 
rather to such causes as can be explained by 
special local predisposition to other diseases 
to which a large proportion of the adult 
population succumb. 

4. That in consequence of this, if each 
district in England and Wales were equally 
healthy, each would probably exhibit a high 
cancer mortality. 

5. That the geographical area of which 
England and Wales is composed is insuffi- 
cient to account directly for interruption in 
the distribution of cancer as met with in 
this island. 


TREATMENT OF LuMBaGo.—Dr. J Hosack- 
Fraser writes, in the Lancet: For the last 
eighteen months I have been adopting a 
very successful plan in the treatment of lum- 
bago. While I held the office of resident 
physician to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 
I frequently had occasion to perform the op- 
eration of cupping in Bright’s disease of the 
kidneys. Some of these cases were attend- 
ed with severe pain in the loins, and I was 
so impressed with the great relief from lum- 
bar pain which followed cupping that I 
thought it might prove a valuable remedy 
in lumbago, and accordingly the next case 
of that disease which came under my care 
was cupped, and I am happy to say that the 
trial was rewarded with complete success. 
Since that time I have treated a large num- 
ber of cases of lumbago by dry-cupping, 
many of them with the disease in its most 
severe and aggravated form; and I have 
been able to give almost immediate and 
complete relief to most of them, and in no 
case have I failed to alleviate materially the 
suffering of the patient. I am convinced 
that this is a very valuable although sim- 
ple plan of treating a very common, trouble- 
some and painful affection. I find that the 
subcutaneous injection of sulphuric ether, 
chloroform, or morphia locally is a valuable 
adjunct in the treatment of such cases, but 
in the majority of them the cupping alone Is 
sufficient to give relief. This operation 
should be preceeded and followed by the 
administration of a saline cathartic. 
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Wuy Is THE HEAD PRESENTATION THE 
Most FREQUENT?—The causes which de- 
termine the position of the fetus im utero 
have long been a subject for argument. 
(Medical Times and Gazette.) There can, 
we think, be no question that the action of 
gravity is the most constant of the forces 
acting on the fetus. Dr. Matthews Duncan 
has shown that the position into which the 
action of gravity, if unopposed and unmod- 
ified, would bring the fetus, is that which it 
actually does assume; and we may there- 
fore conclude that gravity is not only the 
most constant but the most powerful of the 
forces which determine the fetal position 7 
utero, But it is not the only one, for if it were, 
living children at term would always present 
with the head. Sir James Simpson inyoked 
the movements of the fetus, his theory being 
that when the fetus presented by another 
part than the head its shape was not so 
well adapted to that of the uterus, certain 
parts of it were unduly pressed on, and thus 
reflex movements were excited, the effect of 
which was to put the fetus in the more com- 
fortable position. In a recent number of 
the Archiv fiir Gyndkologie Dr. Meeh elab- 
orately studies the effect of the fetal move- 
ments with relation to the position the child 
assumes im utero. The answer which he 
gives to the question, Why does the fetus 
present oftener with the head than with the 
breech? is the following: That part of the 
uterus which lies within the pelvis, and (be- 
ing surrounded witha bony ring) is un- 
yielding, while the rest is very yielding, re- 
tains the head of the fetus longer than the 
breech on account of the different length of 
the leverage exerted by the upper and lower 
limbs of the child respectively. Extension 
of the fetal limbs alters the position of the 
child more easily if they come into contact 
with the hard, unyielding pelvic segment of 
the uterine wall (as is the case in breech 
presentations) than if with the more roomy 
and yielding part of the uterus which lies 
in the abdominal cavity (as in head presen- 
tations). The movements of the lower ex- 
tremities exert a greater effect in altering 
the fetal position than those of the upper, 
because the lower extremities are further 
from the center of the child’s body, and 
therefore act with more powerful leverage. 


CHOLECystoToMy.—Mr. Lawson Tait pre- 
sented a patient to the Birmingham Medical 
Society (Birmingham Medical Review) upon 
whom he had performed cholecystotomy in 
October last, and exhibited the sixteen gall- 
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stones which he had removed. The patient 
had been suffering from the usual symptoms 
of distension of the gall-bladder, these being, 
as usual, intermittent. During their exist- 
ence a movable tumor over the right kid- 
ney could be felt. There seemed to be, as 
far as as Mr. Tait could determine, a good 
deal of misunderstanding about the symp- 
toms of gall-stone and its cause. As long as 
the stones were loose in the bladder they 
gave rise to little or no uneasiness, and 
this explained the frequent discovery of 
numerous gall-stones in the gall-bladder 
on post-mortem examination, although they 
had caused no suffering during life. But 
if a calculus gets into the neck of the blad- 
der and then becomes impacted, the mu- 
cous secretion of the inner coat of the blad- 
der, collecting behind the stone, distends 
the cyst, and its spasmodic efforts to expel 
its contents becomes the cause of agonizing 
pain. Till the calculus passes as far as the 
common duct there is no jaundice. Chole- 
cystotomy is a very easy operation, and 
considering that it was originally proposed 
in 1743, by Jean Louis Petit (AZémoires de 
? Académie de Chirurgie, Tome i, p. 155), it is 
marvelous that no one ever attempted it till 
three years ago. 


UMBILICAL EPpITHELIOMA.—At the Société 
de Chirurgie, Paris, M. Després communi- 
cated the case of a woman of sixty-five upon 
whom he operated for an epithelioma of the 
umbilicus. (The Medical Press, April.) He 
circumscribed the tumor by two semicircular 
incisions; not only was the peritoneum at- 
tacked but also the epiploon, parts of which 
had to be removed. The tumor extirpated, 
he plugged the wound with the epiploon, 
replacing the cancer by an epiplocele. The 
patient left the hospital in a fortnight, cured, 
M. Nicaise said he did the same operation 
for a fibrous tumor of the umbilicus, in which 
he had also to open the peritoneum, but the 
patient had a good recovery. 


CHLOROFORM BREATH IN Gastric DisturR- 
BANCE.—There is a symptom of gastric dis- 
turbance in children which I have never yet 
seen mentioned in any text-book, French or 
English, and yet it is most invariably con- 
stant and generally to be met with at the 
début of the affection, so that it may be con- 
sidered as a sure premonitory sign, I mean 
that of the breath, which smells as if the 
child had freely inhaled chloroform. I have 
always found that this “chloroform breath” 
not only commenced with the gastric disturb- 
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ance, but continued during the whole period 
of the malady, and that its cessation indi- 
cated also a cessation in all the other general 
symptoms, fever, vomiting, etc., and conse- 
quently a return to health. I have remarked 
this peculiar odor in children of every age, 
and once in a grown-up person, it was then 
very strongly marked. I do not pretend to 
be bringing to light any thing new, but I have 
never heard this peculiar symptom alluded 
to any where.—Ffaris Correspondent of the 
Medical Press. 


PROLONGED RETENTION OF URINE—Rvp- 
TURE OF URETHRA; RECOVERY.—W. J. Bar- 
kas, L.R.C.P., reports the following case in 
the Australasian Medical Gazette: A. G., 
aged sixty-three, sent for me December zoth. 
Twelve days before he commenced to have 
retention of urine. Strange to say, through 
ignorance and mismanagement, no medical 
man was sent for until I was called in. On 
questioning, I found that his abdomen had 
gradually enlarged, with intense pain, and 
not a drop of water had passed; but on the 
ninth day of the retention the pain suddenly 
ceased, the abdominal swelling disappeared, 
and enlargement of the scrotum and penis 
came on, followed shortly afterward by some 
inflammatory symptoms in the tissues there. 


It was the third day after this rupture that I 


saw the patient. I found extensive infiltra- 
tion of urine into the scrotum and penis, 
and much inflammatory exudation along the 
whole course of the urethra, with a sequence 
that it was impossible to pass a catheter. I 
made incisions into the perineum and at the 
root of the penis, from which urine poured 
out with great relief to the tension of those 
parts. Within a month the patient was well. 


FRICTION CakE.—The value of capsicum 
as a local application in lumbago, rheuma- 
tism, sciatica, myalgia, and a host of pain- 
ful affections, has long been recognized. 
The “Friction Cake”’ is a preparation of 
Guinea pepper, mixed with an unctuous 
substance, so as to form a stick, which can 
readily be rubbed into the painful part. It 
is a powerful rubefacient, producing decid- 
ed smarting in a few minutes; and it will be 
found a useful addition to our means of 
treating an obstinate class of cases.—Brit- 
ish Med. Journal. ; 


SYNTHESIS OF Uric AciD.—Much interest 
attaches to the recent discovery by Horbac- 
zewski of the synthesis of uric acid from 
urea. (British Med. Journal.) That these 
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two bodies are chemically related has long 
been known; for, by oxidation uric acid 
yields urea, or rather the products of the 
oxidation of urea. On physiological grounds 
there has also been every reason to suppose 
that urea and uric acid are associated in 
some hitherto unknown manner. The merit, 
nevertheless, of first distinctly proving the 
connection of the conversion by less com- 
plex urea into the more complex body, uric 
acid, belongs entirely to Horbaczewski. The 
transformation was effected by heating urea 
with glycerine in a sealed tube to a temper- 
ature of 392.446° Fahr. In this way, and 
by further purification, a distinct quantity of 
uric acid was obtained in a crystalline form. 








ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE, 


OrFici\L List of Changes of Stations and Du- 
ties of Officers of the Medical Department, U. S. 
A., from April 28, 1883, to May 5, 1883. 

Baily, Joseph C., Major and Surgeon, to be re- 
lieved from duty in the Department of California 
and assigned to duty in the Department of Texas. 
(Par. 12, S.O. 102, A.G.O, May 3, 1883.) Z7/ton, 
Henry R., Major and Surgeon, to be relieved from 
duty in the Department of the Missouri and as- 
signed to duty in the Department of the East. 
(Par. 13, S.O. 102, A.G.O. May 3, 1883.) Byrne, 
Chas. B., Captain and assistant Surgeon, to be re- 
lieved from duty in the Department of the South 
and assigned to duty in the Department of the 
Missouri. (Par. 12, S.O. 102, A.G.O. May 3, 1883.) 
Crampton, Louis W., Captain and assistant Sur- 
geon, now waiting orders to proceed without de- 
lay to Fort Wayne, Mich., and report to the com- 
manding officer for duty at that post. (Par. 2, S. 
O. 73, Department of the East, April 30, 1883.) 
Paulding, Holmes O., Captain and assistant Sur- 
geon, to be relieved from duty at Fort Sidney, 
Neb., and assigned to duty at Fort Douglas, Utah. 
(Par. 1, S.O. 42, Department of the Platte, April 
25, 1883.) Perley, Harry O., Captain and assistant 
Surgeon, to be relieved from duty in the Depart- 
ment of the East and assigned to duty in the De- 
partment of Dakota. (Par. 14, S.O. 102, A.G.O. 
May 3, 1883.) Spencer, Wm. G., Captain and as- 
sistant Surgeon, now awaiting orders, assigned to 
duty in the Department of the East. (Par. 12, S. 
O. 102, A.G.O. May 3, 1883.) Worthington, Jas. C., 
Captain and assistant Surgeon, to be relieved from 
duty in the Department of the East and assigned 
to duty in the Department of the Missouri. (Par. 
14, S.0. 102, A.G.O. May 3, 1883.) Béart, Victor, 
First Lieutenant and assistant Surgeon, to be re- 
lieved from duty in the Department of the Mis- 
souri and assigned to duty in the Department of 
Dakota. (Par. 13, S.O. 102, A.G.O. May 3, 1883.) 
Macauley, Carter N. B., First Lieutenant and as- 
sistant Surgeon, to be relieved from duty in the 
Department of the East and assigned to duty in 
the Department of Dakota. (Par. 12, S.O. 102, A. 
G.O. May 3, 1883.) Strong, Norton, First Lieuten- 
ant and assistant Surgeon, upon expiration of leave 
of absence, to be assigned to duty at Fort Thorn- 
burgh, Utah. (Par. 2, S.O. 42, Department of the 
Platte, April 25, 1883.) 





